In the title compound, C 16 H 19 NOS, the durene ring and the oxopyridyl ring form a dihedral angle of 82.26 (7) . The crystal structure is stabilized by intermolecular C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds, weak C-HÁ Á Á interactions and -interactions [centroid-centroid distance of 3.4432 (19) Å ], together with intramolecular SÁ Á ÁO [2.657 (2) Å ] short contacts.
Related literature
For bond-length data, see: Allen et al. (1987) . For biological activities of N-oxide derivatives see: Bovin et al. (1992) ; Katsuyuki et al. (1991) . Leonard et al. (1955) ; Lobana & Bhatia (1989) ; Symons & West (1985) Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Lobana & Bhatia, 1989; Symons et al., 1985) . These compounds are also found to be involved in DNA strand scission under physiological conditions (Katsuyuki et al., 1991; Bovin et al., 1992) . Pyridine N-oxides bearing a sulfur group in position two display significant antimicrobial activity (Leonard et al., 1955) . In view of the importance of N-oxides, we have previously reported the crystal structures of N-oxide derivatives (Jebas et al., 2005; Ravindran Durai Nayagam et al., 2008) . As an extension of our work on N-oxide derivatives, we report here the crystal structure of the title compound.
Data collection
The asymmetric unit of (I) consists of one molecule of 2-(2,3,5,6-Tetramethylbenzylsulfanyl)pyridine N-oxide. The bond lengths and angles agree well with the N-oxide derivatives reported earlier (Jebas et al., 2005) The N-O bond lengths are in good agreement with the mean value of 1.304 (15)Å reported in the literature for pyridine N-oxides (Allen et al.,1987) .
The pyridine ring and the durene rings are essentially planar with the maximum deviation from planarity being -0.013 (2)Å for atom N6 and -0.011 (2)Å for atom C10 respectively. The dihedral angle formed by the pyridine ring (C1-C5/ N6) with the durene ring (C10-C15) is 82.26 (7)°. The atom O7 attached at N6 of the pyridine ring is coplanar, the torsion angle being O7-N6-C5-C4=177.93 (19)°.
The crystal structure is stabilized by intermolecular C-H···O, C-H···π interactions and π-π interactions with the cg1-cg1 
Experimental
A mixture of mono(bromomethyl)durene (0.227 g, 1 mmol) and 1-hydroxypyridine-2-thione sodium salt (0.149,1 mmol) in water (30 ml) and methanol (30 ml) was heated at 333 K with stirring for 30 min. The compound formed was filtered off, and dried. The compound was dissolved in chloroform-methanol (1:1 v/v) and allowed to undergo slow evaporation.
Fine crystals were obtained after a week
Refinement
After checking for their presence in the Fourier map, all the hydrogen atoms were placed in calculated positions and allowed to ride on their parent atoms with the C-H = 0.95Å (aromatic); C-H = 0.99 Å(methylene) and C-H = 0.98Å (methyl) with U iso (H) in the range of 1.2U equ (C) -1.5U equ (C)methyl and methylene.
supplementary materials sup-2 Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound, showing 50% probability displacement ellipsoids and the atom numbering scheme. 
